13^ Remarks qu the j^hhe Nollet^s 

means to try the fad; whereas, that plual's being charged 
when he d m a man's hand, only proves tlut water will 
condua the eledtnc matter. The Abbd owns, p. 94. that 
he had heard this remarked, but fays, Vv'hy is not a con- 
dudtor of eledtricity an eledric fubjedt? This is not the 
queftion ; Mr Franklm never faid that water was not an e- 
ledlric fubjedt ; he faid, that the power of giving a fliock 
was in the glafs, and not in the water and this, his expe- 
riments, fully prove; fo fully, that it may appear imper- 
tinent to offer any more : Yet as I do not know that the 
following has been taken notice of by any body before, 
my inferting of it in this place may be excufed. It is this : 
Hang a phial, prepared for the Leyde7i experiment, 
to the condudtor, by its hook, and charge it, which 
done, remove the communication from the bottom of 
the phial. Now the condudtor fliews evident figns of be- 
ing eledlrifed; for if a thread be tied round it, andit s ends 
left about two inches long, they will extend themfelves 
out like a pair of horns; but if you touch the con- 
dudlor, a fpark will iffue from it, and the threads will fall, 
nor does the condudtor fhew the lead: lign of being elec- 
trifed after this is done. I think that by this touch, I 
have taken out all the charge of eledtric matter that was 
in the condudtor, the hook of the phial, and water or fi- 
lings of iron contain’d in it ; which is no more than we 
fee all non-eledtric bodies will receive ; yet the glafs of the 
phial retains its power of giving a fliock, as any one will 
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find that pleafes to try. This experiment fully evidences, 
that the water in the phial contains no more eledtric mat- 
ter than it would do in an open bafon, and has not any 
of that great quantity which produces the fliock, and is 
only retain’d by the glafs. If after the fpark is drawn 
from the condudtor, you touch the coating of the phial 
(which all this while is luppofed to hang in the air, free 
from any non-eledtric body) the threads on the condudtor 
will inftantly flart up, and fhew that the condudtor is elec- 
trifed. It receives this eledtrifation from the inner furface of 
the phial, which, when the outer furface can receive what it 
wants from the hand applied to it, will give as much as 
the bodies in contadt with it can receive, or, if they be large 
enough, all that it has of excefs. It is diverting to fee how 
the threads will rife and fall by touching the coating and 
condudtor of the phial alternately. May it not be that the 
difference between the charged fide of the glafs, and the 
outer or emptied fide, being leflen’d by touching the hook 
or the condudtor; the outer fide can receive from the hand 
which touched it, and by its receiving the inner fide can- 
not retain fo much; and for that reafon fo much as it can- 
not retain eledtrifes the water, or filings and condudtor : 
For it feems to be a rule, that the one fide muff: be emptied 
in the fame proportion that the other is fill’d ; Tho’ this 
from experiment appears evident, yet it is ffill a myftery 
not to be accounted for. 


